
 

The Lakewood Board of Education Meeting (Monday, October 4, 2021) 

 

Members present 

Betsy Shaughnessy, Edward Favre, Michael Callahan, Linda Beebe, Emma Petrie Barcelona 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL 

Procedural: 1. Call to Order - Roll Call 

The Lakewood Board of Education met in regular session in the Lakewood High School 

Cafeteria, 14100 Franklin Boulevard, Lakewood, Ohio at 7:00 p.m. In addition, the public 

meeting proceedings were livestreamed at the following YouTube channel link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8X6Pcjqzt2OrjwiKAo-4fA/videos?view=2&flow=grid. 

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Procedural: 1. Pledge of Allegiance 

Board President Shaughnessy led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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C. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (ROLL CALL VOTE) 

Action: 1. Adoption of the Agenda 

Motion to adopt the agenda for the October 4, 2021 Regular Board of Education Meeting (ROLL 

CALL VOTE) 

 

Motion by Linda Beebe, second by Emma Petrie Barcelona. 

Final Resolution: Motion Passed 

Yea: Betsy Shaughnessy, Edward Favre, Michael Callahan, Linda Beebe, Emma Petrie 

Barcelona 

 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Action, Minutes: 1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting Held on 

September 7, 2021 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting Held on September 

7, 2021 

 

Motion by Emma Petrie Barcelona, second by Edward Favre. 

Final Resolution: Motion Passed 

Yea: Betsy Shaughnessy, Edward Favre, Michael Callahan, Linda Beebe, Emma Petrie 

Barcelona 

 

E. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

 

Information, Reports: 1. District Updates - Superintendent Niedzwiecki 

Superintendent Niedzwiecki asked Assistant Superintendent Palumbo to speak about this 

month's Staff Spotlight honorees. Mrs. Julie Ferrone, Curriculum and Technology Teacher and 

Lead Mentor for the District's Resident Educators, and Ms. Sharon Kufel, Central Office 

secretary, were chosen to receive this recognition. Both Mrs. Ferrone and Ms. Kufel work  



 

tirelessly to problem-solve and meet the needs of the District's students, families and staff. Board 

President Shaughnessy presented each individual with a Certificate of Recognition and thanked 

them for their hard work and dedication. 

 

The Superintendent provided Board members with a few additional updates: 

 

• The North Lot renovation is moving forward. This renovation consists of the concession stand, 

team room, and bathrooms for visitors along with a team bathroom. Bid documents are in the 

process of being completed. Hopefully this will be completed prior to the beginning of the 

season. 

 

• The District is the host site for two (2) Covid-19 vaccine clinics. Lakewood Community 

Service Center and Neighborhood Family Practice are sponsoring these clinics. These two 

organizations are advertising incentives for getting the vaccination. The Ohio Department of 

Medicaid is providing $100 gift cards and Beat Cycles of Lakewood donated two bicycles. 

Lakewood City Schools did not receive funding for hosting these clinics nor did we provide 

money for these incentives. 

 

• The Superintendent gave a brief Covid-19 update. She indicated that we are staying the course 

and some of the numbers are decreasing throughout the state. We continue to mask so that we do 

not have to quarantine and can keep our students in the classroom. We continue to monitor the 

numbers and hope they continue to trend down. 

 

Ms. Beebe asked when and where the vaccination clinics would be held. Superintendent 

Niedzwiecki said the clinics would be held at Harding on October 21 and November 18 and at 

Garfield on October 22 and November 19. The clinics will run from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Ms. Beebe 

suggested we include information on the state incentives in the material being provided to the 

public. 

 

This ended the Superintendent's Report. 

 

Board President Shaughnessy recessed the meeting at 7:13 p.m. 

 

Board President Shaughnessy returned the meeting to public session at 7:17 p.m. She said we 

would try to restart this meeting if decorum could be maintained. The order of the meeting will 

be followed as established in the agenda, and there will be an opportunity under 

Communications for people to speak for three minutes and give their opinion. The Board 

President asked for everyone in the room to put their masks up. 

 

F. DISCUSSION OF AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE SECOND REGULAR MONTHLY 

MEETING 

 

G. DISCUSSION - FINANCE REPORT - MR. CALLAHAN, MS. PETRIE BARCELONA 

Discussion: 1. Investments Purchased and Matured - For the Months of July 2021 and August 

2021 

 

Discussion: 2. Financial Information - For the Months of July 2021 and August 2021 

 



H. DISCUSSION - BUILDINGS, SITES AND MAJOR PURCHASES REPORT - MS. PETRIE 

BARCELONA, MR. CALLAHAN 

 

I. DISCUSSION - EDUCATION REPORT - MS. BEEBE, MR. FAVRE 

 

Discussion: 1. Approval of Summer Graduates - 2021 LHS Graduating Class 

 

Discussion: 2. Interdistrict Service Area Contract for 2021-2022 School Year between the 

Lakewood Board of Education and the Education Service Center of Northeast Ohio 

 

Discussion: 3. Parental Transportation Reimbursement 

 

Discussion: 4. Resolution to Approve Student Club 

 

Discussion: 5. Gifts to Schools For the Month of October 2021 

 

J. DISCUSSION - POLICY - MRS. SHAUGHNESSY, MR. FAVRE 

 

K. DISCUSSION - HUMAN RESOURCES AND COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT - MR. 

FAVRE, MS. BEEBE 

Discussion: 1. Certified 

 

Discussion: 2. Certified Non-Employee Coaches/Advisors (ECES) 

 

Discussion: 3. Classified 

 

Discussion: 4. Classified Non-Employee Coaches/Advisors (ECES) 

 

Discussion: 5. Community Recreation & Education 

 

L. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Information: 1. Board of Education Comments 

• Mr. Favre attended the Fire Memorial Service yesterday at Fire Station No. 1. The week of 

October 3 is Fire Prevention Week. Every time an alarm goes off in one of our buildings, 

Lakewood firefighters do an excellent job of responding. The Board certainly appreciates the 

service of the Fire Department and the firefighters. 

 

• Ms. Petrie Barcelona announced there is a forum for next year’s upcoming high school students 

scheduled for tomorrow evening. The LHS Showcase provides an opportunity for kids to explore 

the many curricular, clubs, sports and other extracurricular options at LHS. On a different note, 

Ms. Petrie Barcelona said that she was absent from the last Board meeting and had a chance to 

reflect on the events of the past year. She stated that she absolutely supports Superintendent 

Niedzwiecki, the Administration and the decisions made to keep our schools open and 

functional. Ms. Petrie Barcelona, as the previous president, presided over last year’s meetings 

and recalled the pain, sadness and fear of that time. Many people attended those meetings to 

express the need to have the schools open and their children in the classroom in order to limit the 

disruption to their families. She is glad and grateful that the combination of the vaccine and the 

wearing of masks have resulted in our students missing almost no school this year. 

 



 

 

 

• Ms. Beebe reminded all that the Lakewood Rangers Education Foundation (LREF) Gala will 

take place on October 16. She encouraged everyone to support this organization that does so 

much to contribute to the well-being of our school district and its children. 

 

• Mr. Callahan said he is looking forward to attending the LREF Gala. He had the opportunity to 

participate in the Father Figure Walk on September 23 at Emerson Elementary School. Mr. 

Callahan felt this is a wonderful event with a positive impact on children. He received an inquiry 

from a parent asking if there are any conditions on the District’s receipt of ESSER funds related 

to mask requirements. Treasurer Zeman confirmed Mr. Callahan's understanding that there is no 

requirement for masking in regards to these Federal funds being delivered to any of the school 

districts in the State of Ohio or across the nation. 

 

Information: 2. Public Comments 

• Laurie Ester, Brooklyn, Ohio. Ms. Ester stated that the mask mandate is going to kill our 

children or destroy their health. She provided Board members with a copy of the Maricopa 

County, Arizona election audit summary and shared her opinion on the state of the government. 

 

• Unidentified speaker. This speaker said he had not received answers to questions he had asked 

at a previous meeting even though he had provided his email. He had questions about how the 

District planned to spend the Federal Covid funds. He also had questions regarding the upcoming 

vaccine clinics. 

 

Board President Shaughnessy recessed the meeting at 7:37 p.m. 

 

Board President Shaughnessy returned the meeting to public session at 7:42 p.m. 

 

M. OTHER BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Action: 1. Classified - Request Approval on One Reading (ROLL CALL VOTE) (Favre, Beebe) 

Action on this item is postponed to a future Board meeting. 

 

Discussion: 2. Community Recreation & Education Commission By-Laws - First Reading 

(Callahan, Petrie Barcelona) 

Action on this item is postponed to a future Board meeting. 

 

N. ADJOURNMENT 

Action: 1. Adjournment 

Ms. Emma Petrie Barcelona motioned to adjourn. Mr. Favre seconded. 

 

Board President Shaughnessy said there was a motion on the floor. She said the motion could be 

deferred if it was possible to resume an orderly meeting. The Board President asked if Board 

members had any comments. Ms. Beebe said she would not continue this meeting if every 

individual who stands at the podium does not get heard due to others shouting out. The rules of 

this meeting have been in place for almost a year and a half. People have showed up at meetings 

to share their opinions during this time, and they have all essentially followed the rules. Ms. 

Beebe said if everyone can conduct themselves appropriately we can move forward with the 



meeting because she wants to hear what everyone has to say. However, she will not sit here 

quietly and listen to people be that disrespectful of each other and the Board.  

 

Ms. Petrie Barcelona said the District has a mask policy in place, and there are people in the 

room without their masks on. She asked that they leave and watch the livestreamed meeting so 

that the many people waiting to speak could do so. Ms. Petrie Barcelona said she could take her 

motion off the table; however, this is our policy, and we should not be in a meeting if the policies 

cannot be upheld. Board President Shaughnessy said as long as people were present who were in 

violation of the school policy established by this Board that everyone in our buildings (adults, 

students, and staff) has to wear a mask, we will not continue the meeting. The Board President 

said there is no debate. Individuals could either leave the building, or they could make their point 

and the Board could adjourn the meeting. 

 

Ms. Beebe called for the vote. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Motion by Emma Petrie Barcelona, second by Edward Favre. 

Final Resolution: Motion Passed 

Yea: Betsy Shaughnessy, Edward Favre, Michael Callahan, Linda Beebe,  

Emma Petrie Barcelona 

 
 


